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Federal and State officials including but not limited to NHTSA that Toyota vehicles were safe.
Defendants in their mailings and telephone calls omitted material information concerning the known
dangers of driving Toyota vehicles that shared common design and engineering characteristics that
cause the vehicles to suddenly accelerate. Defendants intended that the Enterprise and its members
transmit this false and misleading information to Plaintiffs and members of the class.

67. The Enterprise and its members did transmit this false and misleading information
to Plaintiffs and members of the class. Plaintiffs and members of the class relied on the false and
misleading information when they made their decisions to purchase or lease the Toyota vehicles that

form the subject matter of this litigation.

68.  Evidence of Defendants scheme is reflected in a recent Congressional committee
meeting. On January 27, 2010, Toyota officials, during a Congressional hearing, said that they
first learned of “sticking pedals” in England and Ireland in the spring of 2009. But Toyota
acknowledged that it had received reports in England and Ireland as early as December 2008.
Toyota in its numerous mailings and phone calls to its dealers assured the dealers that the cars
were safe. Additionally, in November of 2009, NHTSA found that Toyota had issued "inaccurate
and misleading" statements on the cause of sudden acceleration cases connected to floor mats.
Toyota in mailings and phone calls made similar statements to its dealers. Toyota acknowledges
that it had information but failed to share it with the public or with its dealers who were the
consumers’ last chance to learn that Toyota’s vehicles possessed engineering and design defects
that permitted sudden acceleration According to the February 7, 2010 edition of the New York
Times, Shinichi Sasaki, the Toyota executive in charge of quality, admitted that “We did realize
that it was not good that pedals were not returning to their proper position, but we took some

time to consider whether we needed to take market action.”
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