were the consumers’ last chance to learn that Toyota’s vehicles possessed engineering and
design defects that permitted sudden acceleration. According to the February 7, 2010 edition of
the New York Times, Shinichi Sasaki, the Toyota executive in charge of quality, admitted that
“We did realize that it was not good that pedals were not returning to their proper position, but
we took some time to consider whether we needed to take market action.”

85. On February 3, 2010, Raymond LaHood, head of NHTSA, urged Toyota owners
concerned about their cars to stop driving them and to take them to their Toyota dealerships to be
repaired immediately. He encouraged all vehicle owners covered by the recall to contact their local
dealers to get their vehicles fixed as soon as possible. Moreover, LaHood called for a meeting with
Akio Toyoda, President of Toyota Motor Corporation, to discuss the recent safety concerns
involving Toyota-manufactured vehicles and the Toyota organization's handling of the recalls. It
was reported that NHTSA was considering a civil penalty against the Company over its handling of
the recalls. According to LaHood, the Toyota organization dragged its feet in response to

complaints concerning sudden acceleration.

DEFENDANTS CONSPIRED TO SELL AND LEASE UNSAFE PRIUS VEHICLES

86. Defendants have sold at least 133,000 units of the 2010 Prius models in the United
States. Toyota also has approximately 14,500 units of their Lexus Hybrid sold in the United States.
The Toyota organization sold upwards of 500,000 units of these vehicles worldwide. Over 1.2
million units of the Prius model have been sold since it's inception in 1997,

87. NHTSA, which investigates consumer complaints concerning automobiles, has
received over 1000 complaints relating to the Prius, as reflected currently on the Office of Defects
Investigation database. These complaints relate only to the 2010 model year. The complaints relate

to the electric, hydraulic and ABS portion of the braking system (‘braking system" or "system"). As
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