to a SUA event. In a June 19, 2004 letter to the NHTSA, Toyota falsely stated that its Electronic
Control Throttle system contained a built in redundancy to prevent acceleration and that in the event
of sudden acceleration the “vehicle brakes would have restrained vehicle motion.” Defendants
never have withdrawn this position, yet the evidence is clear that Toyota-manufactured vehicles can
and do experience SUA and that application of the brakes have failed to restrain vehicle motion.

59. In March 2007, Toyota identified problems with the accelerator pedals on the
Tundra pickup. According to the Company, it determined the problem was caused by the material
in the accelerators' friction lever and made a change. Toyota falsely claimed it was a drivability
issue and not a safety issue.

60. Similar issues arose with the Tacoma. Toyota denied there was any problem with the
acceleration system. As reported in an article in the Detroit Free Press on April 7, 2008, entitled
"Toyota Pickup Probe Pushed; Sudden Acceleration Claims Hard to Pin Down,” Toyota blamed the
problem on drivers:

Toyota spokesman Bill Kwong says the company has found no problems
with the Tacoma that would explain the complaints. "We don't feel it's an
issue with the vehicle," he said. Regulators "get sudden acceleration
complaints from consumers for various manufacturers . . . and in most
cases they have found it's a misapplication of the pedals by the driver."

6l. The Company further claimed there were no flaws in its trucks’ design and the
reports of sudden acceleration were "inspired by publicity." As reported in an article in the Detroit
Free Press on June 10, 2008, entitled "Toyota Denies Tacoma is Defective; Media Inspired
Acceleration Claims, it Says":

Some 431 customers from around the country have reported unintended or
sudden acceleration in their Toyota Tacoma pickups, resulting in 51 crashes
and 12 injuries, but the automaker said there are no flaws in the trucks and
that many reports were "inspired by publicity." It also said "extensive media

coverage" spurred additional reports and could explain why no other pickup
has similar complaints. "Toyota believes that it is likely that many of the
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